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Conditions: You are in an environment in which C/B weapons or unknown toxic industrial chemicals have been used by the enemy.  You are given a protective mask, an individual decontamination kit, and any one of the following automatic-masking situations occur:

1.  A chemical alarm sounds.
2.  A positive reading is obtained on detector paper.
3.  Individuals exhibit symptoms of C/B agents or toxic industrial chemical poisoning, such as difficulty breathing, coughing, wheezing, vomiting, or eye irritation.
4.  Observe a spill or cloud of unknown material(s).
5.  React to an IED explosion where you suspect the release of a known or unknown toxic chemical.
6.  Observe a contamination marker.
7.  Supervisor orders you to mask.
8.  Observe personnel wearing protective masks.
9.  Observe other signs of a possible C/B agent or toxic industrial chemical attack/spill



Standards: React to a C/B agent or toxic industrial chemical hazard/attack without becoming contaminated. Properly don your protective mask within 9 seconds.  Notify your supervisor of identified or possible contamination. Start the steps to decontaminate yourself within 1 minute of finding contamination.  Decontaminate your individual equipment after you have completely decontaminated yourself.

	Performance Steps

	
1.
Identify the C/B hazard or unknown toxic industrial chemical automatic-masking criteria.

	
a.
Don your protective mask when there is a high probability of a C/B agent and/or toxic industrial chemical attack, such as:

	
(1)
A chemical alarm sounds.

	
(2)
A positive reading is obtained on detector paper.

	
(3)
Individuals exhibit symptoms of C/B agent or toxic industrial chemical poisoning, such as 
difficulty breathing, coughing, wheezing, vomiting, or eye irritation.

	
(4)
Observe a spill or cloud of unknown material(s).

	
(5)
React to an IED explosion where you suspect the release of a known or unknown toxic chemical.

	
(6)
Observe a contamination marker

	
(7)
Supervisor orders you to mask.

	
(8)
Observe personnel wearing protective mask.

	
(9)
Observe other signs of a possible C/B agent or toxic industrial chemical attack/spill.

	
b.
Respond to the commander's policy of automatic masking.

	NOTE:  Commanders at all levels may establish a modified policy by designating additional criteria for automatic-masking.

	
2.
Protect yourself from C/B contamination by using your assigned protective mask without fastening the hood.

	NOTE: THE MASK GIVES IMMEDIATE PROTECTION AGAINST TRADITIONAL WARFARE AGENTS.  THE MASK MAY NOT COMPLETELY PROTECT YOU FROM CERTAIN TOXIC INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, BUT PROVIDES THE BEST AVAILABLE PROTECTION TO ENABLE PERSONNEL TO EVACUATE THE HAZARD AREA.  EVACUATION TO A MINIMUM SAFE DISTANCE OF AT LEAST 300 METERS UP-WIND, AWAY FROM THE CONTAMINATION IF POSSIBLE MAY BE REQUIRED OR AS DIRECTED BY COMMANDERS.

	
3.
Give the alarm.

	
a.
Shout  "Gas, Gas, Gas."

	
b.
Give the appropriate hand-and-arm signal.

	
c.
By hitting two metal objects together

	
4.
Take cover, and/or assemble as directed, moving at least 300 meters up-wind, away from the suspected contamination area to reduce exposure.

	
5.
Decontaminate exposed skin using the individual decontaminating kit as necessary.

	
6.
Cover all exposed skin and assume MOPP4 as directed. (Your head is already protected by the mask with hood).

	NOTE: THIS STEP IS NOT GRADED IF MOPP IS NOT AVAILABLE.

	
a.
Put on gloves with liners.

	
b.
Zip and fasten the overgarment jacket.

	
c.
Secure the hood, and then secure the overgarment to increase protection.

	
d.
Put on the overboots.

	NOTE: Combat boots provide limited protection, but should be covered as soon as possible because they absorb chemicals. It takes a long time to put on the overboots, in an emergency, put them on last.

	
7.
Decontaminate individual equipment using the decontamination kit, as necessary.

	
8.
Notify your supervisor of any suspected C/B hazard or toxic industrial chemical markers or indicators.

	
9.
Continue the mission and perform all tasks according to the unit standing operating procedure (SOP).

	
10.
Use all means of C/B detection to check your surrounding area for the presence of contamination.

	
11.
Contact your higher headquarters (HQ) if no contamination is found or if you determine the attack was non-C/B or toxic industrial related.

	
12.
Await further guidance. The higher HQ contacts all adjacent/attached units to check the status of C/B contamination in their areas. If all units report the absence of contamination, the information is reported up the chain of command.

	
13.
Annotate the above actions on DA Form 1594.


Evaluation Preparation: Setup:  A good time to evaluate this task is during a field exercise when a variety of C/B hazards or unknown toxic industrial chemical contamination can be simulated.  Select a site with adequate cover, and ensure that Soldiers have their assigned protective mask.

Brief Soldier:  Tell the Soldier that there will be an encounter with simulated C/B agents or unknown toxic industrial chemical agents and/or a C/B alarm will be given.  The task is to recognize the hazard and/or alarm, take appropriate actions to protect themselves, and warn other Soldiers by giving the appropriate alarm.  



	Performance Measures
	GO
	NO-GO

	
1.
Identified the C/B hazard or unknown toxic industrial chemical automatic-masking criteria.
	——
	——

	
2.
Protected self from C/B contamination by using the assigned protective mask without fastening the hood.
	——
	——

	
3.
Gave the alarm.
	——
	——

	
4.
Took cover and/or assembled as directed, moving at least 300 meters up-wind, away from the suspected contamination area to reduce exposure.
	——
	——

	NOTE:  Only the fact that the Soldier decontaminates him or herself is evaluated.  The actual conduct of decontamination is evaluated in Task 031-503-1013. 
	
	

	
5.
Decontaminated exposed skin as necessary.
	——
	——

	NOTE:  Only the fact that the Soldier assumes MOPP4 is evaluated.  The actual donning of MOPP gear is evaluated in Task 031-503-1015. 
	
	

	
6.
Assumed MOPP4.
	——
	——

	
7.
Decontaminated individual equipment as necessary.
	——
	——

	
8.
Notified the supervisor of any C/B hazard markers or indicators.
	——
	——

	
9.
Continued the mission.
	——
	——


Evaluation Guidance: Score the Soldier GO if all steps are passed (P). Score the Soldier NO-GO if any step is failed (F).  If the Soldier fails any step, retrain to standard. 



	References

	Required
	Related

	DA FORM 1594
	

	FM 3-11.4
	

	FM 3-11.5
	

	TM 3-4230-229-10
	

	TM 3-4230-235-10
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