Profile 2 – Drug Traffickers
DRUG TRAFFICKERS IN COLOMBIA

TASKS
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the first stage of this practical exercise, your main goals are to understand the issues associated with drug production in Colombia and to propose potential interventions to address it. You have approximately one hour to complete this stage of the exercise. After one hour, your team will share the following with the rest of the class:
1. A timeline of key events leading up and influencing the drug production situation,
2. A visual representation of the primary players involved in the situation and their relationships, 
3. Potential interventions that you think can help address the situation, and
4. The envisioned impact of your intervention and how you anticipate players might react.
Make sure you manage your time appropriately so you can be ready to present within one hour. Below, you can find a short paragraph providing some general background information about Colombia and a set of resources to help you accomplish your goals.

GENERAL BACKGROUND: COLOMBIA
The Colombian government has been involved in an armed conflict with left-wing guerrilla and right-wing paramilitary groups since the 1960s. As an ally, the United States government has been providing support to the Colombian government for decades. Over the years, both guerrillas and paramilitary groups have engaged in criminal activities, including kidnapping, extortion, illegal-drug trade, and illegal mining, in order to fund their operations. Due to the armed conflict, over 7 million Colombians have been displaced from their homes and have become refugees within their own country. In August of 2016, the Colombian government reached a peace deal with the largest and most powerful guerrilla group: the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).

RESOURCES
Articles  
The evolution of Colombia’s drug trade – Dec 2013 www.insightcrime.org/news-analysis/20-years-after-pablo-the-evolution-of-colombias-drug-trade (5 pages)
Colombia is preparing for peace. So are its drug traffickers – Feb 2016 www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/colombia-is-preparing-for-peace-so-are-its-drug-traffickers/2016/02/02/eea8ac03-c815-4cdf-b139-2dff7eaec882_story.html  (4 pages)
Urabeños make it clear that they, not the police, are the authority in north Colombia – Apr 2016 colombiareports.com/urabenos-show-police-really-authority-colombia/
Colombia Govt Reclassifies BACRIM, Paves Way for Airstrikes – May 2016 www.insightcrime.org/news-briefs/colombia-government-reclassifies-bacrim-airstrikes (2 pages) 
Who Will Control Colombia's Cocaine Without FARC? – Jul 2016 www.theatlantic.com/news/archive/2016/07/farc-cocaine-colombia/489551/ (5 pages)
Expert Says 88% of Colombia's Gold Produced Illegally – Aug 2016 www.insightcrime.org/news-briefs/88-of-colombia-gold-produced-illegally-expert (2 pages)

Videos 
Violence of Colombia's Drug Trade – Jan 2010 www.youtube.com/watch?v=0X4Onerfkzg (9:43)
The Gangs That Inherited Pablo Escobar's Drug Empire: Cooking with Cocaine – Jul 2014 www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1EHm2_CNkM (Watch only clip: 8:06-13:32)
