[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.png]


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY


D Battery, 1st Battalion, 30th Field Artillery


United States Army Field Artillery School


Fort Sill, Oklahoma  73503-5000

ATSF-BFF
14 February 2006
MEMORANDUM FOR STUDENTS OF THE FIELD ARTILLERY CAPTAINS’ CAREER 
 


COURSE—RESERVE COMPONENT
SUBJECT:  Field Artillery Captains’ Career Course – Reserve Component
1.  Welcome to the Field Artillery Captains’ Career Course – Reserve Component (FACCC-RC).  If you have any questions or problems with the course, contact my cohort, Dennis Clippinger, or myself.  Together, we are your Fort Sill POCs for everything related to the Captains’ Career Course.
2.  Email administrative information to frank.lester@sill.army.mil, in the following format.


a.  Rank


b.  Full name (Last, First, M.I.)


c.  SSN


d.  Unit


e.  State National Guard or USAR

f.  Home mailing address


g.  City


h.  State


i.  Zip


j.  Home phone


k.  Work phone (optional)

l.  Cell phone (optional)


l.  Email address (us.army.mil address required)

3.  Once I have your information, I’ll give you access to Aspen, the web site you will access to complete the first phase (Phase 1a) and part of the second phase (Phase 1b) of the FACCC-RC.  I’ll notify you by email that you have access.  Using the instructions provided in this memo, you will then be able to get online and to work.

4.  The FACCC-RC is divided into three phases:  Phase 1a, Phase 1b and Phase 2.

5.  Phase 1a.


a.  Phase 1a is web based and consists of nine modules.  The URL for the Aspen web site is http://aspen.sill.army.mil.  There are five exams (or Fire Missions) within those nine modules.
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b.  Your USERID is your last name (ALL CAPS) and the last four numbers of your SSN.  For example: JONES1276.  Your password will be your last name (all lower case) and the last four numbers of your SSN.  For example: jones1276.  


c.  A small number of officers may experience some usually minor difficulties with connectivity.  I will work through those with you on a case-by-case basis, if needed.

6.  Before you attempt to use the Aspen program, verify that you have the minimum required version of Microsoft Virtual Machine (VM).


a.  Click on START.


b.  Click on RUN.


c.  Enter “wjview” (without the quotation marks) in the Open: window.


d.  Click on OK.


e.  In the WJHelp window that appears, on the top line of text, look for, at minimum, Version 5.00.3805.  If no help window appears, or if your PC does not have the minimum version of Microsoft VM or higher, let me know and I’ll send you a link to download from my file repository on the AKO site.  To install, just double-click on the downloaded file and follow the on-screen prompts.
7.  Also, before you attempt to log-on to the Aspen web site for the first time:


a.  Go to http://www.sumtotalsystems.com/support/toolbook/neuron/85/neuron.exe.


b.  The download window for Neuron 8.5, the plug-in for Toolbook 8.5, will appear.  Click on Save (or Open).  If you save the file to your PC, I recommend saving it to your desktop, so it’s easy to locate.  Download the file, double click on it, and follow the instructions to install on your computer.  Keep in mind that, if you are accessing Aspen from a corporate or other workplace computer, you may need administrator rights in order to install the plug-in.  Remember to restart your browser following installation of the plug-in.


c.  Click on the START button, then locate Toolbook under Programs.  Open Toolbook and click on the non-secure mode.


d.  Answer YES when the window appears asking if you want to add information to the registry.


e.  Open Internet Explorer.


f.  Click on TOOLS, INTERNET OPTIONS, ADVANCED, and scroll down the list looking for Java Sun.  If it is on your list, uncheck the box.  Close your IE browser, and then reopen it.
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g.  One other thing to insure before you log on to the Aspen site is that you have no pop-up blocking software running on your PC.  Pop-up blockers are becoming more relevant, so find them all and turn them off.  Aspen uses pop-ups.


h.  Go to http://aspen.sill.army.mil, the Aspen web site.


f.  Wait until the Aspen web-site login page completely loads.  Enter your Login and

Password (see Para 5.b., then click on GO (or press the ENTER key).

8.  Once you have access and get into Aspen, you’ll see an icon for the Captains’ Career Course on the left of the screen.  There’s a green arrow pointing to the right.  Click on that to launch the course.  There is also a tutorial for using Aspen at the site.  You may want to browse through that to as an overview to the Aspen program.

9.  There are a few other issues that may potentially interfere with the proper operation of Aspen.  If, after you’ve accomplished paragraphs 6. and 7., you still have problems with the site, try the following:


a.  If you have any pop-up defeating software running on your computer, you will need to disable it while accessing Aspen.  There are a growing number of utility type programs (anti-virus, toolbars, etc.) that include pop-up blockers, and it may be transparent to you.  They all need to be disabled while you are using Aspen.

b.  If you access the Aspen site using the Internet Browser that is resident within America Online (AOL), I suggest you open and logon to AOL, then open your IE browser resident on your PC from outside of AOL.


c.  Check to see if Java Sun is running on your PC, and if it is, disable it while accessing Aspen.



(1)  Click on TOOLS from within your browser.



(2)  Click on INTERNET OPTIONS.



(3)  Click on the ADVANCED tab at the far right.



(4)  Scroll down to determine if Java Sun is loaded and running.  Uncheck the box to disable Java Sun.
10.  When you take a Fire Mission (modules 1, 4, 5, 8 and 9) and get to the last page, you’ll see a button labeled Submit and Exit.  Do that, but before you close Aspen, go to the next module, then to the second page in the module and click on the Bookmark and Exit button.  That way, the numerical score “should” remain visible both to you and me.
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11.  If you should fail to achieve a passing score on a Fire Mission (70%), keep in mind that you will have to re-take that Fire Mission.  Keep in mind that the score you’ll receive on a successful re-take of a Fire Mission is 70%.  If you find errors in the course material, please document specifically where you see the error(s) and then email those to me.  I’ll provide that information to the course developers for inclusion in the next scrub.

12.  While you have one year to complete Phase 1a of the FACCC-RC, plan on completing this phase of the course somewhere around the three month mark.  A few students have completed Phase 1a within a very aggressive week.  The sooner you complete Phase 1a, the sooner I am able to schedule you for Phase 1b and then get you eligible for Phase 2 of the FACCC-RC.  Once

you’ve completed Phase 1a of the course, I’ll coordinate to have you graduated from Phase 1a in

ATRRS and enrolled into Phase 1b.

13.  Phase 1b consists of a series of online lectures, three modules and Fire Missions within Aspen, and a Practical Exercise.  You’ll need to have a sound card, microphone and either

headphones or speakers to participate in the Phase 1b lectures.  Phase 1b lectures are delivered over a four evening period.  Once you have completed Phase 1b, I’ll coordinate with the ATRRS POC, here at Fort Sill, to have you graduated within ATRRS.  For your planning, here are scheduled start dates for Phase 1b lectures.

a.  13 March 2006.


b.  24 April 2006.


c.  22 May 2006.


d.  26 June 2006.


e.  31 July 2006.

f.  28 August 2006.
14.  Phase 2 is the two-week phase taught in the classroom at Fort Sill.  You must request and coordinate enrollment for Phase 2 with the training POC at your unit, once you have completed Phase 1b.  During Phase 2, you will receive additional lectures and work as a member of a staff to produce plans and orders that we, as a group, will execute at the JANUS/JCATS (Computer Simulation) facility here at Fort Sill.  We will execute both a defensive and an offensive scenario.  There’s a final exam associated with Phase 2.  Once you have completed Phase 2 

requirements, upon graduation you receive an AER and a diploma identical to that an officer attending the nineteen-week Active Duty course receives.  For your planning, here are start dates for Phase 2 classes through May of 2006.  Report dates are one day prior to the start dates.

a.  27 February 2006.

b.  20 March 2006.
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c.  10 April 2006.


d.  8 May 2006.


e.  12 June 2006


f.  17 July 2006.


g.  14 August 2006.


h.  11 September 2006.

15.  You must meet AR 600-9, Army Height/Weight standards to attend Phase 2 of the course.  A weigh-in is conducted on the first morning of the course.  Officers exceeding screening table weight are taped.  If an officer does not meet AR 600-9 standards he may, as an option, be allowed to attend the course upon approval of the commander.  He will be re-taped prior to the scheduled graduation of the class he attends.  Should he still not meet AR 600-9 standards, he is declared a non-graduate of the course.  This is a show-stopper, so address any potential weight/body fat percentage issues early and aggressively.  There presently is no APFT administered as part of Phase 2.  

16.  Once again, contact us should you encounter questions or problems.  My email is frank.lester@sill.army.mil and Mr. Clippinger’s is dennis.clippinger@us.army.mil.  Our phone number is either (580) 442-0987, or DSN 639-0987.

17.  My counterpart, Dennis Clippinger, and I look forward to working with each of you.


FRANK C. LESTER, JR.


FACCC-RC Course Manager/Instructor
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