React to Unexploded Ordnance Hazards

093-401-5040

Conditions

In a field environment, given an item(s) of unexploded ordnance (UXO), marking stake(s), sandbags, shovel, UXO report form, binoculars, explosives, direct fire weapons, ammunition, GTA 9-12-1 and FM 21-16.

Standards

Recognize the hazard, take immediate action, identify the UXO by type and subgroup, and report the UXO hazard without errors using the UXO spot report.

Training and Evaluation Guide

Performance Steps

DANGER

NEVER APPROACH ANY CLOSER TO A UXO AFTER IT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED.  APPROACHING UXO HAZARDS CAN CAUSE THEM TO BLOW UP.

DANGER

NEVER TOUCH A UXO.  THEY ARE EXTREMELY DANGEROUS AND COULD CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH IF DISTURBED IN ANY WAY.

1. Identify UXO hazard.

a. Identifies UXO by type and subgroup.






DANGER

ALL DROPPED MUNITIONS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED TO HAVE MAGNETIC/SEISMIC OR ANTIDISTURBANCE FUZING.  YOUR APPROACH COULD DETONATE THEM.  ALL OBSERVATIONS SHOULD BE DONE WITH BINOCULARS FROM THE GREATEST DISTANCE POSSIBLE USING ANY FORM OF PROTECTIVE COVER THAT STILL ALLOWS THE GATHERING OF THE NECESSARY INFORMATION.

DANGER

ALL SOVIET BOMBS, REGARDLESS OF TYPE, SHOULD BE SUSPECTED OF CONTAINING TOXIC AGENT FILLER.

(1) Dropped.

(a) Bombs.

(b) Dispensers.

DANGER

WHEN YOU SEE A SUBMUNITION, LEAVE THE AREA BY THE SAME PATH THAT YOU ENTERED.  WATCH YOUR STEPS CLOSELY, THERE MAY BE MANY MORE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA.

(c) Submunitions.

(2) Projected

(a) Projectiles.

(b) Mortars.

(c) Rockets.

(d) Guided Missiles.

(e) Rifle Grenades.

DANGER

NEVER APPROACH A GRENADE THAT WAS THROWN AND DID NOT DETONATE.  THE FUZE MAY FUNCTION AT ANY TIME.

DANGER
MoMOVING, JARRING, OR OTHERWISE DISTURBING A GRENADE MAY CAUSE THE ITEM TO BLOW UP.

MOVING, JARRING, OR OTHERWISE DISTURBING A GRENADE MAY CAUSE THE ITEM TO BLOW UP.

DANGER

Never pick up a grenade you find on the battlefield, even if the spoon and safety pin are still attached.  All grenades found lying on a battlefield should be considered booby-trapped.

(3) Thrown.

DANGER

All mines should be considered to be BOOBY-TRAPPED.

DANGER

Many mines are fuzed with magnetic or seismic detonators.  Your approach may detonate them.  All observation should be done with binoculars at the greatest distance possible from which you can gather the required information.

(4) Placed.

NOTE:  Soldier will state the dangers listed above as applicable to item(s) listed below them.

b.   Specifies risks associated with the identified UXO.




 

c. Follows all appropriate safety precautions.

DANGER

DO NOT DISTURB THE UXO ITEM WHEN EMPLACING A UXO MARKER.

      2.  Take immediate action.

a. Marks UXO(s).

(1) Uses any available marking material (i.e., stake, flag, tent pole, etc.).

(2) Ensures that marker can be seen easily.

NOTE:  This will be an educated guess on the soldier’s part.  This is not a pass or fail step.

b. Determines blast and/or fragmentation radius of UXO(s).

(1) Approximates explosive weight of UXO.

(2) Calculates fragmentation radius of UXO.

c. Evacuates the area around the suspect UXO item immediately upon its

discovery as appropriate.

(1) Blocks off danger areas to keep unauthorized and unneeded personnel out of the area.

(2) Stops and reroutes traffic to avoid the danger zone and to be sure that traffic vibrations do not disturb the UXO.

(3) Opens doors and windows within the danger area to reduce glass breakage and other effects of blast and suction.

(4) Evacuates important supplies, machinery, and records if their loss will hurt the war or defense effort.

DANGER

EMPLOYING BREACHING TECHNIQUES ON ORDNANCE OTHER THAN SUBMUNITIONS OR SCATTERABLE MINES IS NOT RECOMMEDED.  THE AMOUNT OF EXPLOSIVES INVOLVED WOULD CREATE MORE OF A HAZARD TO YOUR OPERATIONS THAN THE UXO ITSELF.

DANGER

PRIOR TO EMPLOYING BREACHING TECHNIQUES, MAKE SURE THAT NONE OF THE ITEMS ARE FILLED WITH CHEMICAL OR BIOLOGICAL AGENTS.

(5) Employs extraction techniques to self-extract from the danger area if necessary.

DANGER

TO HELP ELIMINATE THE DANGER OF WORKING IN CLOSE PROXIMITY OF THE UXO, PROTECTIVE WORKS SHOULD BE CONSTRUCTED NEXT TO PERSONNEL/EQUIPMENT WHEN THE SITUATION PERMITS.

d. Constructs protective works for personnel and equipment within the blast and/or fragmentation radius.

(1) Build barricade far enough away from UXO so it can not fall on the UXO.

(2) Interlock sandbags.

(3) Builds barricade tall enough to deflect fragmentation and blast effects.

(4) Utilizes the minimum number of personnel when constructing barricade.

(5) Utilizes all personal protective equipment when constructing barricade.

3. Report explosive hazard.

a. Records the Date-Time Group of the fall, impact, or discovery of UXO.


b. Records reporting activity (unit identification code {UIC}), and exact location of the UXO(s).


(1) Records grid coordinates if available.

(2) Draws sketch map of approach route to the location of the UXO(s).

c. Records the name/call sign, radio frequency/phone number of the person reporting the incident.

d. Records the type of UXO (dropped, projected, thrown, or placed) and the subgroup if available.






e. Records the presence of NBC contamination.  Be as specific as possible.



 

f. Records any potential threat to resources (personnel, equipment, and facilities).




(1) Lists what is being threatened by the UXO.

(2) Lists where resources are compared to the location of the UXO.

g. Records specifics of how UXO adversely impacts mission.  Provide a short description of your current tactical situation and how the presence of the UXO affects your status.

h. Records any measures you have taken to protect personnel and equipment.

i. Records recommended priority for response by EOD technicians or engineers.

j. Reports incident to higher headquarters.

k. Follows all safety precautions.

Performance Evaluation Guide

Evaluation Preparation

Setup: Do not evaluate this task using live UXO.  Evaluate this task during any training exercise where UXO is likely to be encountered.  Place UXO(s) (training aids only) near personnel, facilities, or equipment after an enemy attack, along a Main Supply Route, or in the soldier’s area of responsibility.  Obtain greater training effectiveness by placing simulated UXO out of the soldier’s sight.  Soldiers should identify the hazard from as far away as possible using binoculars, if available.

Brief Soldier: Tell the soldier he will be evaluated on his ability to properly react to UXO hazards.  Based on METT-T, the soldier will identify the hazard by type and subgroup, specify any risk associated with the identified UXO, and report the hazard.  As necessary, the soldier will take appropriate evacuation measures and immediate actions.

Performance measures.







Results

1. Identifies the UXO by type and subgroup.
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2. Specifies risks associated with the UXO.
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3. Marks the UXO.
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4. Determines blast and fragmentation radius of UXO(s).






a.  Approximates weight of UXO.

b.  Calculates the fragmentation radius of the UXO.

5. Evacuates the area around the suspect UXO item immediately upon its
P
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discovery as appropriate.

a. Blocks off danger areas to keep unauthorized and unneeded

personnel out of the area.

b. Stops and  reroutes traffic to avoid the danger zone and to be sure 

that traffic vibrations do not disturb the UXO.

c. Opens doors and windows within the danger area to reduce glass

breakage and other effects of blast and suction.

d. Evacuate important supplies, machinery, and records if their loss

will hurt the war or defense effort.

e. Employs extraction techniques to self-extract from the danger area

if necessary.

6. Constructs protective works for personnel and equipment within the
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fragmentation radius.

a. Builds barricade far enough away from UXO so it can’t fall on the UXO.

b. Interlocks sandbags.

c. Builds barricade tall enough to deflect fragmentation and blast 

effects.

d. Utilizes the minimum number of personnel while constructing 

barricade.

e. Utilizes all personal protective equipment when constructing barricade.

7. Reports explosive hazard.
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8. Follows all safety precautions.
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Evaluation Guidance

Score the soldier GO if all performance measures are passed.  Score the soldier NO GO if any performance measure is failed.  If the soldier scores NO GO, show the soldier what was done wrong and how to do it correctly.
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