Act in Accordance With the Provisions of The Code of Conduct

331-919-0146

Conditions:  Placed in a Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) Situation or A Captivity Environment.

Standards:  Act in Accordance With Code of Conduct Provisions As Outlined in AR 350-30, DOD Directive Number 1300.7.

Training and Evaluation Guide

Performance Steps:

Note: Use The Keys To Survival Throughout The Performance Of This Task.

1.  Determine required actions when faced with the possibility of capture:

IF
AND
THEN

Faced with the possibility of capture
means to resist exists
Continue to inflict casualties upon the enemy


means to resist does not exists
Make every effort to avoid capture through evasive travel or concealment


means to resist does not exist and the only alternative is death
Accept that capture is not a dishonorable act

2.  Determine required actions during captivity in order to resist exploitation, escape from captors or react of offer of special favors:

IF
AND
THEN

Detained
during peacetime by terrorists

during peacetime by a hostile government
Remain calm and courteous during the process of capture and initial internment resist exploitation.  Attempt to escape only after careful consideration of the risk of violence, the chance of success, the consequences of recapture, and the detrimental effects on detainees left behind.  Accept release unless doing so compromises your honor, harms fellow detainees, or causes damage to the US Government or its allies.

3.  Determine required actions during captivity in ensure loyalty and organization 

IF
THEN

Senior Military person
Take Command

Junior Military person
Obey the lawful orders of those appointed over you

NOTE:  Give No Information Or Take Part In Any Action Which Might Be Harmful To Your Comrades.

4.  Determine required actions during captivity when questioned:

IF
THEN

questioned by enemy forces
Give Name, Rank, Service Number, and date of birth

Evade answering further questions to the utmost of your ability.

Make no oral or written statements disloyal to your country and its allies or harmful to their cause.

questioned by a hostile government
Give Name, Rank, Service Number, and date of birth.

Give the innocent circumstances leading to your detention: and ask immediately and continually to see U.S. Embassy personnel, or a representative of an allied or neutral government.  Limit further discussions to health and welfare matters, conditions of fellow detainees, and going home do not disclose classified information.

Avoid signing any document or making any statement, oral or otherwise, that could be misused by your captors or that reflects  poorly on the United States or yourself.

questioned by a terrorist
Give Name, Rank, Service Number, and date of birth.

Give the innocent circumstances leading to your detention: and ask immediately and continually to see U.S. Embassy personnel, or a representative of an allied or neutral government.

Limit further discussions to health and welfare matters, conditions of fellow detainees, and going home: and discussions of nonsubstantive topics (such as sports, family, and clothing).

Listen to terrorists feeling about his cause but do not pander, praise, participate in, or debate the terrorist’s cause.

Do not disclose classified information.

Avoid signing any document or making any statement, oral or otherwise, your captors could misuse that or that reflects poorly on the United States or yourself.

Key Word “SURVIVAL” (planning tool)

1.  SURVIVAL—”S” stands for “Size up to the situation.”

    a. Find a covered and concealed area that will allow you to concentrate on surviving.  Security takes priority.

    b. Evaluate your physical condition and perform any first aid required.

    c. Conduct an inventory of the equipment you have.

    d. Size up your surroundings and begin planning for your evasion.

2.  SURVIVAL—“U” stands for “Undue haste makes waste.”

    a. Acting in haste just for the sake of action will make you careless.  The natural tendency in a stress situation is to run, but you must overcome this and think of your objective.

    b. If you act in haste, you may lose or forget equipment, and you may become disoriented and not know your location.

    c. If the enemy is close and you have to react quickly to avoid capture, you can still move with a purpose.

3.  SURVIVAL—“R” stands for “Remember where you are.”

    a. Guards against the natural human tendency to let someone else do the navigating.  No matter what the mode of travel, constantly be aware of your route.

    b. Whether it be a patrol base, base camp, or fighting position, you should always want to know, as a minimum, the following things:

        (1) Location of enemy units and enemy—controlled areas.

        (2) Location of friendly controlled areas/units.

        (3) Areas of good cover and concealment in the vicinity of your position.

4.  SURVIVAL—”V” stands for “Vanquish fear and panic.”

    a. Fear and panic are the greatest enemies in a combat survival/evasion situation.  These are not unusual emotions-the secret is to keep them controlled.

    b. The best way to control fear and panic is previous survival/evasion training.

5.  SURVIVAL—“I” stands for “Improvise.”

6.  SURVIVAL—“V” stands for “Value Living.”

A man’s will survive, to live, to endure is a key point in a survival situation.  The individual who values his life can, by force of will, overcome incredible odds.  A man who has proper training and who values living can make it back; without this desire to survive, a man is at questionable risk.

7.  SURVIVAL—“A” stands for “Act like the natives.”

    a. The natives of a region, to include the animals, are best teachers on how to adapt to the environment.

    b. By studying people, you will learn to respect them and learn how to survive.

8.  SURVIVAL—“L” stands for “Learn basic skills.”

    a. Do not confuse survival training with adventure or nice-to-have skills.  One harsh reality—if you cannot produce water in the desert, you will live only 48 hours.

    b. The time to learn basic survival skills is now—but on the battlefield.  Use and practice survival skills during all Army training and evaluation programs (ARTEPs) and field training exercises (FTXs). 

Performance Evaluation Guide

Evaluation Preparation: In a training situation, simulate captivity.

Brief soldier: Tell the soldier to act IAW the provisions of the Code of Conduct.

Performance Measures
Results

1.  Determine required actions when faced with the possibility of capture
GO / NO-GO

2.  Determine required actions during captivity in order to resist exploitation, escape from captors or react to offers of special favors
GO / NO-GO

3.  Determine required actions during captivity in ensure loyalty and organization
GO / NO-GO

4.  Determine required actions during captivity when questioned
GO / NO-GO

Score the soldier GO if all steps are passed.  Score the Soldier a NO-GO if any step is failed.  If the Soldier fails any step, explain what was done wrong and what appropriate behavior should have been displayed for the required step.
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