HOW TO INFORM SUSPECT/ACCUSED
PERSONS OF THEIR RIGHTS
Use this card only when DA Form 3881, Rights Warning

Procedure/Waiver Certificate, cannot be used. Complete
DA Form 3881 as soon as possible.

VERBAL RIGHTS WARNING
Inform the person of your official position, the nature of
the offense(s), and the fact that he/she is a
suspect/accused. Then read him/her the following-do not
paraphrase; read verbatim.

“BEFORE | ASK YOU ANY QUESTIONS, YOU MUST UNDERSTAND
YOUR RIGHTS.”

1. “YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER MY QUESTIONS OR SAY
ANYTHING.”

2. “ANYTHING YOU SAY OR DO CAN BE USED AS EVIDENCE
AGAINST YOU IN A CRIMINAL TRIAL.”

3. (For personnel subject to the UCMIJ) “YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
TALK PRIVATELY TO A LAWYER BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER
QUESTIONING AND TO HAVE A LAWYER PRESENT WITH YOU
DURING QUESTIONING. THIS LAWYER CAN BE A CIVILIAN YOU
ARRANGE FOR AT NO EXPENSE TO

THE GOVERNMENT OR A MILITARY LAWYER DETAILED FOR YOU
AT NO EXPENSE TO YOU, OR BOTH.

(For civilians not subject to the UCMJ) “YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
TALK PRIVATELY TO A LAWYER BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER
QUESTIONING AND TO HAVE A LAWYER PRESENT WITH YOU
DURING QUESTIONING. THIS LAWYER CAN BE ONE YOU ARRANGE
FOR AT YOUR OWN EXPENSE, OR IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD A
LAWYER AND WANT ONE, A LAWYER WILL BE APPOINTED FOR
YOU BEFORE ANY QUESTIONING BEGINS.”

4. “IF YOU ARE NOW WILLING TO DISCUSS THE OFFENSE(S)
UNDER INVESTIGATION, WITH OR WITHOUT A LAWYER PRESENT,
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO STOP ANSWERING QUESTIONS AT ANY
TIME, OR SPEAK PRIVATELY WITH A LAWYER BEFORE ANSWERING
FURTHER, EVEN IF YOU SIGN A WAIVER CERTIFICATE.”

Make certain the suspect/accused fully understands his/her rights,
then say:
“DO YOU WANT A LAWYER AT THIS TIME?”
“AT THIS TIME, ARE YOU WILLING TO DISCUSS THE OFFENSE(S)
UNDER INVESTIGATION AND MAKE A STATEMENT WITHOUT
TALKING TO A LAWYER AND WITHOUT HAVING A LAWYER
PRESENT WITH YOU?”
(See DA Form 3881 for more detailed instructions.)
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