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Condition: In an operational environment, during daylight and darkness, given a flashlight, assistant ground guide(s), vehicle with driver, an area to maneuver, and
 hearing protection as needed. Some iterations of this task should be performed in MOPP 4. This task should be trained under IED Threat
conditions.

 
Standard: You are to position yourself andÂ portray each visual hand signal that correctly representsÂ the intended vehicle movement IAW applicable references. You 
are to influence vehicular movement in indicating visual signals of attention, mount, starting the engine, move forward, slow down, right or left turn, move in reverse,
open up, close up, increase speed, halt of stop, stop engine, and dismount. You are to safely employ the visual hand signals for nighttime using a flashlight. There are to 
be no injuries to personnel or damage to vehicle or surroundings.

 

Special Condition:  None

 
Safety Risk: Medium

 

MOPP 4:  Sometimes
 
 

 
Cue: Your unit is moving into a new tactical company location and all vehicles must be guided into position.  
 

 

 

 
 
Remarks: None 
 
Notes:  None 
 
 
 

Task Statements

DANGER

There are inherant dangers to moving vehicles in confined spaces such as assembly areas. These dangers
significantly increase at night. Soldiers MUST take every aspect of these procedures in mind in order to
prevent an accident.
As a ground guide NEVER run or walk backwards while guiding a vehicle. ALWAYS ensure that vehicle
operator is able to see signals with an unobstructed view. Make clear and concise hand and arm movements.
If vehicle operator incorrectly moves vehicle in wrong direction, halt vehicle and clear any misunderstandings
before proceeding.

WARNING

There are inherant dangers to moving vehicles in confined spaces such as assembly areas. These dangers
significantly increase at night. Soldiers MUST take every aspect of these procedures in mind in order to
prevent an accident.

CAUTION

Follow all CAUTION statements in TM for vehicle operation.
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Figure 3-3
Mount
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Figure 3-4
Slow Down
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Figure 3-2
Start Engines

Figure 3-1
Ground Guides
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Figure 3-19
Come Ahead

Performance Steps
 1. Make preparations to ground guide a wheeled vehicle.

      a. Ensure that a 360-degree walk around of the vehicle is done to ensure there are no obstructions that will inhibit the
vehicle's movement (applies to crew member, guide, or the driver).

      b. Coordinate with driver to ensure the following:

           (1) That only one person gives hand signals to the driver (if using more than one ground guide).

           (2) For the driver to immediately stop vehicle if the driver loses sight of the ground guide or flashlight (at night).

           (3) If hand signals are not understood, the vehicle must stop and have signals clarified.

           (4) To follow the flashlight movements (at night) until the light goes out.

      c. Determine best line-of-sight location for ground guiding.

      d. Does not position as ground guide, directly in front of or behind vehicle.

      e. Ensure driver knows exact position of all ground guides before movement.

      f. Ensure the driver knows to sound horn (if tactically permitted) before backing.

      g. Use a blue-screened flashlight to guide vehicle at night.
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      h. Ensure that vehicle operator does NOT open either vehicle door while backing vehicle.

 2. Reconnoiter the area the vehicle will be traveling through.

      a. Ensure area of travel is large enough to accommodate size of vehicle.

      b. Ensure path of travel is free of obstacles that would impede movement of both ground guide and vehicle such as:

           (1) Deep gullies.

           (2) Fallen trees.

           (3) Submerged areas (unless known to support vehicle travel).

           (4) Overhead obstructions.

           (5) Steep downgrades or upgrades.

           (6) Restricted areas.

      c. Inform driver if any obstacles that must be negotiated or any operational precautions (use 4-wheel drive or low
range) to take before movement.

 3. Employ visual hand signals to guide vehicle movement.

Figure 3-5
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As You Were

Figure 3-6
Assemble
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Figure 3-7
Dismount

Figure 3-8
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Attention

Figure 3-9
Ready
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Figure 3-10
Extend

Figure 3-11
Close Up
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Figure 3-12
By the Flank
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Figure 3-13
Stop/Halt

Figure 3-14
Move in Reverse
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Figure 3-15
Left Turn

Figure 3-16
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Right Turn

Figure 3-17
Turn Off Engine
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(Asterisks indicates a leader performance step.)
 
 
Evaluation Guidance:  Score the soldier GO if all performance measures are passed. Score the soldier NO-GO if any
performance measure is failed. If any performance measure is failed, tell the soldier what was done wrong and how to do
it correctly.
 
Evaluation Preparation:  Setup: Provide the Soldier with a briefing on expectation and procedures to perform, a vehicle
appropriately equipped in an environment in which this process must be exercised to operate, or a Common Driver
Trainer variant capable of providing scenario-driven situations in which these conditions exist.
 

 
 
Supporting Reference(s):

 

 
 
Environment: Environmental protection is not just the law but the right thing to do.  It is a continual process and starts
with deliberate planning. Always be alert to ways to protect our environment during training and missions. In doing so, you
will contribute to the sustainment of our training resources while protecting people and the environment from harmful
effects. Refer to FM 3-34.5 Environmental Considerations and GTA 05-08-002 ENVIRONMENTAL-RELATED RISK
ASSESSMENT. 

Figure 3-18
Increase speed

PERFORMANCE MEASURES GO NO-GO N/A
 1. Prepared to ground guide a wheeled vehicle.
 2. Reconnoitered the area the vehicle will be traveling through.
 3. Employed visual hand signals to guide vehicle movement.

Step Number Reference ID Reference Name Required Primary
FM 21-60 Visual Signals Yes No
TC 21-305-20 Manual for the Wheeled Vehicle

Operator {AFMAN 24-306(I)}
Yes No
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Safety: In a training environment, leaders must perform a risk assessment in accordance with ATP 5-19, Risk
Management. Leaders will complete the current Deliberate Risk Assessment Worksheet in accordance with the TRADOC
Safety Officer during the planning and completion of each task and sub-task by assessing mission, enemy, terrain and
weather, troops and support available-time available and civil considerations, (METT-TC). Note: During MOPP training,
leaders must ensure personnel are monitored for potential heat injury.  Local policies and procedures must be followed
during times of increased heat category in order to avoid heat related injury.  Consider the MOPP work/rest cycles and
water replacement guidelines IAW FM 3-11.4, Multiservice Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for Nuclear, Biological,
and Chemical (NBC) Protection, FM 3-11.5, Multiservice Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, and Nuclear Decontamination.  Instructors (unit Master Driver) must ensure that operators (candidates) of
tactical wheeled vehicles are trained IAW AR 600-55, AR 385-10 Chapter 11, TC 21-305 series vehicle training circulars
(TC), and TC 21-305-20. When training on a specific vehicle the instruction will include all safety hazards and risks of
operating or working with the vehicle.
 
 
 
Prerequisite Individual Tasks :

Task Number Title Proponent Status
551-88M-1364 Operate Vehicle with Standard,

Automatic/Semiautomatic Transmission
551 - Transportation (Individual) Reviewed

551-88M-1352 Perform Preventive Maintenance Checks 551 - Transportation (Individual) Approved

Supporting Individual Tasks :

Task Number Title Proponent Status
071-COM-0608 Use Visual Signaling Techniques 071 - Infantry (Individual) Approved

Supported Individual Tasks :

Task Number Title Proponent Status
551-88M-2423 Supervise Operation of Vehicle-mounted

Crane
551 - Transportation (Individual) Analysis

551-88M-2374 Supervise Loading/Unloading of a
Tracked/Wheeled Vehicle onto/from a
Semitrailer

551 - Transportation (Individual) Analysis

Supported Collective Tasks :  None

Page 17


