BOOK REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

STUDY GUIDE

Task Number 155-197-0020

Integrate the Basic Knowledge of Military History into Your Education as a Future Officer

Your assignment is to write a critical review and analysis on the referenced book for this exercise.  Closely follow the instructions below on format and content.  Your paper will be graded in comparison to the Book Review and Analysis Evaluation Checklist for this exercise, and you must receive a "Go" on all listed criteria.  Otherwise, you must complete re-mediation with an instructor or peer coach.

1. In terms of format, your review and analysis should be submitted as follows:

a. 8-10 double-spaced, typewritten, narrative-only, numbered pages.

b. Arial font, 12-point characters.

c. One-inch margins all the way around each page.

d. 8 ½” X 11” plain white paper.

e. Stapled in the upper left-hand corner with no cover sheet.

2. In terms of content, your paper should begin with a short bibliographic citation of the book under review and a short three- or four-sentence paragraph on the author of the book.  Namely:

a. Author [last name first], Title [underlined], (Place of publication: Publisher, Date).

b. The paragraph on the author may be researched in your college or university library, or on the web.  Ask a Reference Librarian for help!

3. You should think of the rest of your review and analysis paper as an effort to answer the five “W” questions about the book: who, what, when, where, and most importantly, why?

4. In the first half of your paper, you should summarize the contents of the book in narrative form, using answers to the first four “W’s” as a guide to your writing.  Do not cover each question individually; instead, be sure to write an integrated narrative, in which you blend together consideration of the first four "W's" so that the reader perceives them all as constituting a smoothly-related and well-written story.  In other words, provide the historical context within which the campaign and battle occurred, the actions of the armies and their leaders during the campaign and battle, and the historical results of the campaign and battle.  Your further objective here is to reassure the instructor that you read the entire book.

5. In the last half of your review and analysis, you should answer the fifth and most important “W,” why.  Here there are two parts to the task.  First, you should choose one of the principal commanders on either side involved in the campaign and battle in question and compare his leadership and decision-making to the U.S. Army's Leadership Performance Indicators enumerated in Appendix B of FM 22-100, Army Leadership.  The leader you choose to analyze may be either friend or foe.  See Student Handout D-4 for the indicators.  Choose three or four of the indicators and compare your leader's performance to them.  For example, did your leader "define intent" and "prepare clear, concise operation orders?"  Did he "take charge when in charge?"  Did he "keep subordinates informed" and "clearly articulate expectations?"  Did he "encourage initiative" and "build on successes?"  These are but a few of the many performance indicators you may use.

The second part of providing an answer to the "why?" question involves the relationship of the campaign or battle in question to the material covered in ELO A, Language of the Military Profession, and Student Handouts D 1-3.  That ELO and those handouts consist of a summary of the three levels of military operations, the nine principles of war, and offensive, defensive, retrograde, logistics, force projection, and MOOTW operations.  Again, choose three or four of these elements of the operational art and evaluate one side or the other in comparison to them.  For example, did these armies or their leaders employ mass and maneuver?  Was Clausewitz's "Friction," that is, chance or uncertainty, in evidence in this historical event?  Did logistical considerations constrain or promote the operations of one side or the other?  As above, these are only a few of the many elements of the operational art you may use.  A substantial portion of your grade for the book review and analysis will come from this overall "why?" part, so be careful to give it the appropriate amount of time and creative energy.

6. How well you handle English, meaning demonstrating proficiency in such areas as spelling, grammar, and punctuation, will help shape your grade.  Therefore, be sure that you write with care and attention to detail and that you proofread your paper thoroughly several times before turning it in.

7. You must write your review and analysis entirely in your own words.  Copying portions--even small portions--of the book under review into your paper, without attribution in the form of quotation marks and page references, is called plagiarism.  Likewise, copying portions--even small portions--of other sources on the subject under review without attribution is also called plagiarism.  Be careful that you do not even inadvertently commit plagiarism.
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