ART 1.2.1.4 Conduct a Penetration

A penetration is a maneuver in which an attacking force seeks to
rupture enemy defenses on a narrow front to disrupt the defensive
system. Commanders direct penetrations when enemy flanks are not
assailable or time does not permit another form of maneuver.
Successful penetrations create assailable flanks and provide access to
enemy sustainment areas. (FM 3-90) (USACAC)
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