ATSC notes
US Army Distributed Learning System (DLS):
The DLS has provided a Content Developer’s Standards, Guidelines, and Best Practices document, https://www.dls.army.mil/pdf/ALMS%20Standards,%20Guidelines%20and%20Best%20Practices.pdf .
This document is located on the ALMS Developer’s Corner, https://www.dls.army.mil/courses_courseware.html .
The Developer’s Corner is part of the Software Development Kit (SDK) effort that was and early request made by the US Army DL Deep Dive. It has internal and external links to information that is important to Army DL developers.  

The DLS home page, https://www.dls.army.mil/ , provides more information you may be interested in. The Developer’s Corner is accessed directly from their home page. The left menu item, Courseware Developer, takes you to the corner. 

A copy/paste of the links on the Developer’s Corner page follows:

PD DLS Processes 
>>ALMS Standards, Guidelines and Best Practices
>>Courseware Administration Data
>>DLS Testing Process
>>Content Test Environment (CTE)
>>Courseware Fielding Business Process

Standards
ATSC Standards for TRADOC >>http://www.atsc.army.mil/tadlp/
SCORM Standards >>www.adlnet.org 
AICC Standards >>www.aicc.org
>>Using SCORM Content with Saba
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I give great thanks and credit to Robert Roberts for his effort in gathering the following information.  I contributed alterations for usage in this arena, while Mr. Roberts did the heavy lifting. 

General comments for Army CAPDL content providers 
on ATSC actions present and future:


ATSC shift to Multiple Internet Explorer Browser playability:
 
The issue of creating robust web applications and content that maintains a consistent look, feel, and function on multiple browsers and operating can be complex and challenging, but there are solutions and best practices available for guidance. 

Yahoo is one of the top 10 visited web sites in the world (Source: http://www.alexa.com/topsites). They also provide code frameworks that are used by web developers. 
Yahoo uses a letter grade system in determining what versions of browsers to support. This is similar to the approach introduced by ATSC’s Courseware Standards and Certification Office supporting CAPDL content (TRADOC content contract beginning in FY12), in that we require 'A' grade support for IE versions listed on the AGM and current release specified by Microsoft. 
More on Yahoo's browser strategy- http://yuilibrary.com/yui/docs/tutorials/gbs/



Comments on Conditional Comments:

Conditional comments are not a W3C standard. Conditional comments are a proprietary technology introduced by Microsoft as a tool for developers to write code specific to the version of IE being used. No other browser recognizes conditional comments because they are Microsoft proprietary. This allowed developers to target specific versions of IE with non W3C standard code without affecting standards compliant browsers (Mozilla, Chrome, Safari, Opera).
More about conditional comments- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conditional_comments

Microsoft no longer recommends the use of conditional comments to detect IE versions. In fact, Microsoft has dropped support for conditional comments as of IE 10-
Source: 'Conditional comments (Windows)'
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ie/hh801214%28v=vs.85%29.aspx

Microsoft has recommended feature detection rather than conditional comments, as this approach eliminates the need for proprietary code, and allows developers to target browsers without using non-standard code, such as Microsoft proprietary conditional comments.  Microsoft also solves the problem of browser dependency due to targeting specific versions of IE through conditional comments-
Source: 'How to Detect Features Instead of Browsers (Windows)'
http://msdn.microsoft.com/library/ie/hh273397.aspx



The shift to follow and rely on World Wide Web Consortium (W3C):

W3C recommendations, a.k.a. specifications, are the building blocks of the web. IEEE, ISO, and other international organizations are an integral part of setting the specifications for HTML, XML, SVG etc. 
Tim Berners-Lee,'the inventor of the World Wide Web', is the overall Director (Source: http://www.w3.org/People/#B).
Regardless of the technologies used, SCORM, XML, or HTML, the end result is interpreted by the browser. IE makes no distinction between SSD 1 or acmewidgets.com. Using W3C standards compliant code is a best practice used by many organizations, both large and small, who cannot afford to be effected by every release of IE. 
Source: 'Creating Standards-Enabled Websites'
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/hh273394%28v=vs.85%29.aspx



Applying Microsoft techniques/fixes for GetYear() problems:

Microsoft provides other alternatives to the proposed COAs for the GetYear() issue with IE functionality (wait, is this good proprietary code?).  Microsoft’s IE functionality includes techniques for maintaining backward compatibility.  Legacy content that worked in IE 8 can be interpreted by IE9 in IE 8 mode. This can be done in multiple ways, but one technique involves inserting a <meta> tag with a property that tells IE 9 and later version of IE to render the code as IE 8 or below.  This could reduce the need to replace every instance of GetYear(). 

Rationale: If courseware worked in IE 8 with GetYear(), then forcing IE 9 to emulate IE 8 should correct the problem. This could patch ailing content until life-cycle dates are reached or the content is refreshed.
 
How to: A snippet from the MSDN article 'Specifying legacy document modes' with examples of how to emulate earlier versions of IE:
"In certain cases, you might want Internet Explorer to use the document type declaration to either restrict a webpage to a specific standards mode or to use a document mode representing a much older version of the browser, such as Internet Explorer 5.5.  To do so, specify one of the following values, depending on your desired standards mode:
<meta http-equiv="x-ua-compatible" content="IE=EmulateIE9" > <meta http-equiv="x-ua-compatible" content="IE=EmulateIE8" > <meta http-equiv="x-ua-compatible" content="IE=EmulateIE7" >"
Full article-
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/jj676915(v=vs.85).aspx





Regarding IE Versions, Document Modes, and JavaScript (ECMAScript):

As we know, IE interprets JavaScript differently, depending on the browser version and document type. Requiring a document type and valid W3C code establishes a baseline for JavaScript behavior throughout the lifecycle of the content as newer versions of IE are introduced. 

"You should use Internet Explorer 9 standards document mode to take advantage of new features in the ECMAScript, Fifth Edition standard (ES5) and IE9’s enhanced DOM programmability. However, to maintain fidelity with older versions of IE, the JavaScript functionality supported in IE9’s Quirks mode, IE7 standards mode, and IE8 standards mode differs somewhat from IE9 standards mode.  IE’s Compatibility modes and Developer tools allow migrating your site to the new ES5 features on your own schedule, while your site continues to run in IE9." Paraphrased from 'IE9’s Document Modes and JavaScript'
http://blogs.msdn.com/b/ie/archive/2011/03/24/ie9-s-document-modes-and-javascript.aspx

There is plenty of room for discussion on this issue.   One solution cannot be expected to be the best solution in all cases.  Good solutions will consider the visual properties, interactive features, and/or functional capabilities of the involved content.  The fact that evaluating solutions involves multiple technologies and requires developer choices, is illustrated by this process diagram showing the logic used within IE to determine how to render code- http://ie.microsoft.com/testdrive/ieblog/2010/Jun/16_IEsCompatibilityFeaturesforSiteDevelopers_1.svg
