
ART 7.6.4.5 Conduct Counterterrorism Operations

Counterterrorism are operations that include the offensive measures 
taken to prevent, deter, preempt, and respond to terrorism. By law, the 
counterterrorism mission is assigned to designated special operations 
forces that are organized and trained to combat terrorism. Those 
forces conduct counterterrorism outside the territory of the United 
States. Relevant National Security Decision Directives, National 
Security Directives, contingency plans, and other relevant classified 
documents address sensitive and compartmentalized counterterrorism 
programs. Commanders who employ conventional forces against 
organized terrorist forces operating in their AO are conducting 
conventional offensive operations, not counterterrorism operations. 
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