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COMPLETING THE VEHICLE LOAD CARD (FORSCOM FORM 285-R)
NOTE:
Paragraph numbers correspond to numbers on pages 4-6 (FORSCOM FORM 285-R).

1.
Unit Identification Code (UIC) is used in the transportation control number on the Logistics Application of Automated Marking and Reading Symbology (LOGMARS) label, the bar coded label used during shipping by movement personnel, COMPASS, etc.

2.
Use the vehicle Line Item Number (LIN) from the property book to identify critical data from TB 55-46-1, which determines modes of transportation to be used for movement to Port of Embarkation (POE) and then forward to the theater.  Examples of a LIN are:

LIN
VEHICLE DESCRIPTION



T05028
TRUCK  UTILITY  TACT  3/4 TON

X59737
TRUCK  TRACTOR  10 TON

X40009
TRUCK  CARGO  2-1/2 TON

X62340
TRUCK  VAN  SHOP  2 - 1/2 TON

3.
Use the Type and Model from the property book to locate the correct length, width, height, and empty weight in TB 55-46-1 for a specific vehicle.  TB 55-46-1 lists vehicles by LIN, type, and model number.  Some types of vehicles (i.e., 2 1/2 ton truck) have several LINs and model numbers within a LIN; the dimensions of these vehicles can vary.  This information may also be taken from the Vehicle Operator’s Manual (-10) which should be in the vehicle at all times

4.
Enter the section/platoon the vehicle is assigned to (bumper number of the vehicle, i.e., X-7,

on
which cargo/personnel will be loaded).

5.
Unit Shipment Number identifies a specific vehicle as reported on the FORSCOM Form 900-1-R (Vehicle Data), the INPUT document into COMPASS.  The OUTPUT document is the Automated Unit Equipment List (AUEL) Detailed Report.

6.
Date Compiled is the date (in pencil) that a vehicle (prime mover or trailer) is initially loaded and the load verified.  NOTE: The only time this date is changed is if the load card is changed (i.e., adding, deleting, or changing the load or other data).  Simply testing the load card, which is required every two years for RC units, FORSCOM Regulation 55-1, para 5-5b, STEP 6, (3), does not require you to change the date.  The date the load was last verified will remain the same if there is no change to the vehicle or the load.

7.
Use TB 55-46-1 chapter 3 for vehicle dimensions using Shipping Configuration (Ship Conf) code 'C', code 'C'=RED-AR 220-10 (Reduced Configuration) and chapter 2 for cargo compartment dimensions.  Remove canvas tops, frames, bows, and other non-permanent items and pull in outside mirrors, TB 55-46- 1, para 3- 1 i (1 1).  Vehicles shipping with a load: enter the actual loaded height of the reduced vehicle.

8.  CB/CG (Center of Balance/Center of Gravity) is left blank for convoy movements, i.e. home station to mobilization station.  Complete this block only for AIR MOVEMENTS.  The vehicle must be actually weighed and measured, not estimated.  You will find the procedure for determining CB (center of balance) in FM 55-15.

9.  Enter the date of the last biennial test load and the individual verifying the load.

10.  CARGO COMPARTMENT VIEW is the area identified as the cargo area, it does not include the driver's compartment, engine, etc.  When you look at the load card, assume you are directly above the vehicle, looking straight down into the cargo compartment.

a.
Do not draw the outline of the vehicle in this block.  Otherwise, you are telling the driver to load a vehicle into the cargo bed of that truck.

b.
The front of the vehicle is annotated on the 1993 edition of the card, you need to indicate the front (F) and rear (R) of the vehicle on the 1980 edition of the load card.  This ensures that the items needed first are loaded to the rear of the compartment, i.e. last on-first off, etc.

c. Indicate by shading any unusable space; i.e. Blocking, Bracing, Packing, Crating, and Tiedown (BBPCT) materials, wheel wells, etc.

I 1. CARGO LOC NO (location number) identifies a particular item which is located in a specific area.  All like items having the same piece weight can have the same number; i.e., loading ten each five gallon gas cans side by side and each has the same weight.

12.  CARGO DESCRIPTION is the item that is loaded at a specific cargo location.  The description should be specific so that the driver knows which items is loaded where on the vehicle.  Avoid using the term "Miscellaneous MTOE Equipment", use either name or title of the piece of equipment, and/or the LIN.  This ties the item back to the property book and will help prevent items being overlooked during planning.  If items are boxed or crated, each box or crate must have a DD Form 1750 (Packing List), see FORSCOM Reg 55-1, para 5-5, STEP 5, attached to the outside, another inside the container and others attached to the load card(s).  This assists the unit with property accountability and will tie all organizational property to be shipped back to the property book.  Mark each item with the unit name, UIC, and "Number- of -. "

13.  TYPE PACK refers to how the item described will be shipped; i.e., bare, boxed, crated, etc.

This entry assists the unit in identifying part of their BBPCT and must identified on the vehicle

load card.  For proper shipping of items, refer to TB 55-46-2 (microfiche) using the item LIN.  If using a CONEX insert to store smaller items, identify the insert as a box.  Also see FORSCOM Regulation 55-2, table 5-5.

14.  NO OF ITEMS refers to how many identical items with the same piece weight are at that 

cargo location, this precludes listing each item as a separate entry on the load card.

15.  PC CUBIC FT is the volume of each item, use actual measurement or TB 55-46-2.

16.  TOTAL CUBIC FT is volume per item times number of items per location number.

17.  PC WT (weight) is the piece weight of one item.  For example; 10 gas cans are loaded at the

same cargo location, each can weighs 5 pounds, the correct entry for piece weight is "5", the weight of each can, not "50", which is the total weight of all 10 cans.

18.  TOTAL WT (weight) is weight per item times number of items per location number.

19.  Draw a RED LINE on the load card to separate what stays on the vehicle when shipped from MS to the SPOE.  All items listed ABOVE the red line stay on the vehicle, all items BELOW the RED LINE come off.  Enter the load above the RED LINE on the FORSCOM Form 900-2-R (vehicle load data), and the items below the RED LINE on the FORSCOM Form 900-3-R (special handling cargo data) into the COMPASS system.

NOTE:
It is strongly suggested that you always enter a red line on the load card.  If no items are to come off, then draw the red line after the last cargo description entry.  If all items come off (shipping vehicle empty) the red line should be drawn above the first cargo description entry.  This ensures that the driver knows what to load or unload and where.  It also indicates to the UMO what to enter on the FORSCOM Forms 900-2-R and 900-3-R.

20.  Loaded vehicle weight is the sum of the empty vehicle weight (TB 55-46-1) plus the total weight of the load above the red line.  The loaded weight including the load below the red line will not exceed the cargo capacity listed in TB 55-46-1 cargo load limits, i.e. do not load more than 5000 pounds on a 2 1/2 ton vehicle.

21.  Enter the driver's MTOE/TDA paragraph and line number in pencil, also name and grade if desired . Using MTOE paragraph/line number allows for personnel turnover.  The individual in that position must have a valid SF 46, military operator's license for that vehicle.

22.  Enter the weight of all BBPCT.

23.  Enter totals for each column from both sides of the form.

24.  Enter the number of DD From 1750s required, see FORSCOM Reg 55-1, para 5-5b, STEP 5.

25.  Identify the BBPCT materials required (FORSCOM Regulation 55-1, Chapter 6) to protect the load and vehicle/trailer from damage or loss during movement.  The BBPCT list must identify the size of CONEX inserts required (see FORSCOM Regulation 55-1.  Appendix F) and/or the type/size of boxes, wood, nails, strapping, etc., required.  This list must support the type pack identified in the cargo description block.  Identify all internal packing materials for boxed items on DD Form 1750 (packing list) IAW FORSCOM Reg. 55-1.

a.  Consider BBPCT for movement from HS to MS; MS to POE/Ds and in theater of operations.




b.  The consolidated list of all BBPCT required is an appendix of the Unit Mobilization Plan.

           c.
For movement from HS to MS, provide the Mobilization Purchasing Authority (MPA)

and Class A Agent (CAA) with your BBPCT requirements.

d.  For movement from MS forward, provide the MS with your BBPCT requirements.

e.  To identify items needed for securing vehicles/equipment to rail cars, see TM 55-601

and TM 55-2200-001-12.
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